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16 of our Papercourt sailors arrived in Weymouth for the first major Optimist event of the year. The big job Saturday am was to put on new Volvo Gill sponsor stickers, that are fashionably black! Poor Dom Hall had fallen off his skate board the day before and instead of sailing ended up going to hospital and having his arm put in a plaster!  He should be better for the HISC open but maybe not ready to sail. The fleet of 210 was split into 4 fleets, allowing for 105 to race in each of two starts. Too the water, a weak Force 2 made big fleet sailing hard. Murray Hampshire was magnificent day one and was overnight overall leader. Esther Fenton Jones had a good first day and was in the top 50 overnight. Jessy Hammett & Ian Bird got into the top half of their flights and Alice Handley surprised quite a few squad and zone sailors with some great results which helped her to be one of the top ‘Opy age 11’ girls overall.  Saturday night saw team Papercourt take to a fine pub next to the Portland lighthouse and some excellent team spirit!
On Day 2 the fleet set off from the shore in a good F3 but it dropped to F1 to 2 as soon as race one got going. Emily Walters was a fab 7th in her fleet and Oscar Wright, Conor Whelan and Emma Handley had their best races. Unfortunately Alice Smith was OCS after a Black flag on Sat, the end of her Regatta but at least she was really trying! Our younger sailors like Annabel Whelan, Jake Harman and Nick Wishart sometimes had about 20/30 boats behind them in their fleets, very good for these guys that are more used to Regatta fleets. With winds weakening Race 2 was postponed and finally got underway mid pm, Harriet Lucas-Clements had her best sail of the weekend and Flavia Tritto remained consistent.  Bearing in mind that nearly 150 helms are in squads, our younger members did really well.
Murray finished an excellent 4th overall, just 1 point apiece separating the top 4.  Other results were:
62nd Esther FJ
70th Emily W
104th  Alice H
107th Jessy Hammett
115th Ian B
120th Oscar W
142nd Emma H
146th Harriet LC
157th Flavia T
164th Alice S
169th Conor W
182nd Annabel W
185th Jake H
191st  Nick W
