Papercourt Sailing Club Laser Open Meeting 2011 sponsored by Guildford Marine 
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An excellent turnout of 37 boats including 17 visitors attended the Papercourt Sailing Club Laser Open Meeting held on 2 April 2011 generously sponsored by Guildford Marine (www.guildfordmarine.co.uk). 
With almost the entire Standard fleet over the line for the first start of race 1, the Principal Race Officer, Chris Granger, quickly stamped his authority on the fleet with the first appearance of a Black Flag that was to be a regular feature of the day.  At the restart, Graham Lund of Aldenham led from start to finish to win comfortably. The chasing pack was headed by 2010 Thames Valley Series Winner, Daniel Francis of Papercourt.   In the combined Radial and 4.7 fleet, home sailor Sue Michelmore took the victory.  
Race 2 saw several fall victim to the Black Flag but was dominated by last year’s overall winner, Rob Hardwick of Papercourt, who won well from race 1 winner Lund.   After a 5th in the first race, Niall Martin of Wembley was starting to position himself well with 3rd.  In the Radials/4.7s, Michelmore took her second bullet of the day, with fellow Papercourt sailor, Julia Beck, in hot pursuit.
After an excellent lunch, the fleet returned for the final two races.  Tom Key of Papercourt read the start and first beat spot on to lead at the windward mark in race 3, but Martin was beginning to master the Papercourt shifts and came through to win.  Having recently defected to the Solo fleet, Andrew Boyce of Papercourt was rediscovering his Laser form and pushed him all the way to take an excellent 2nd place.   Sue Michelmore made it three wins in three, giving her an unassailable lead and well deserved overall victory in the Radial/4.7s.
The final race of the day got underway in a slightly freshening breeze with another very congested start line.  However, the congestion at the start was nothing compared to what was to take shape at the first leeward mark.  “Utter carnage” was the description later used in the clubhouse as the bulk of the front end of the fleet rafted up on the mark with a myriad of 720s following.  For Boyce and Francis, that was the end of their overall chances but Martin and Lund escaped the mayhem to fight out for the win.  In the end, Martin took line honours and the overall win on countback from Lund.  Russell Hayden of Papercourt finished strongly in 3rd and Boyce had done just enough in the earlier races to hold on to 3rd overall from Paul Robinson of Datchet.  In the Radials/4.7s, Laura Glover from Littleton sailed well to deny Michelmore a perfect scorecard for the day and secure 2nd overall from Beck.
Many thanks go to Guildford Marine for donating terrific prizes and helping make the event a great success.  
The Papercourt Open was the second event of the 2011 Thames Valley Traveller Series sponsored by Rooster Sailing. The next event is Queen Mary S.C. on 16 April.  With growing turnouts, it is shaping up to be a bumper series.
Overall Results – Standard Fleet
	Place
	Name
	Class
	Club
	Race 1
	Race 2
	Race 3
	Race 4
	Points

	1
	Niall Martin
	Standard
	Wembley
	(5)
	3
	1
	1
	5

	2
	Graham Lund
	Standard
	Aldenham
	1
	2
	(3)
	2
	5

	3
	Andrew Boyce
	Standard
	Papercourt
	4
	9
	2
	(12)
	15

	4
	Paul Robinson
	Standard
	Datchet
	6
	(10)
	4
	6
	16

	5
	Daniel Francis
	Standard
	Papercourt
	2
	(BFD)
	7
	9
	18



Overall Results – Radial/4.7s Fleet
	Place
	Name
	Class
	Club
	Race 1
	Race 2
	Race 3
	Race 4
	Points

	1
	Sue Michelmore
	Radial
	Papercourt
	1
	1
	1
	(2)
	3

	2
	Laura Glover
	Radial
	Littleton
	(4)
	3
	2
	1
	6

	3
	Julia Beck
	Radial
	Papercourt
	2
	2
	(3)
	3
	7

	4
	Richard Thomas
	4.7
	Papercourt
	3
	4
	4
	(5)
	11

	5
	Duncan Hampshire
	Radial
	Papercourt
	(6)
	5
	5
	4
	14
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